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Green Thumb

When I was a little boy, growing up in the Garden Center on Lincoln Avenue, I remember listening while my Dad, (John Jonker, co-founder of Jonker's Garden) would tell his customers how to keep their petunias blooming.  “You pinch the spent flowers off with your thumbnail behind that little green thing that the flower comes out of, so it spends its energy making more flowers, not making seeds.”  He would demonstrate on a couple of old flowers, and then show his audience how his thumbnail had turned green.  “And that’s how you get a green thumb!”


That was a long time ago, and things have changed, including petunias.  Modern petunias are much easier to take care of than those of a generation ago.  They put out many more flowers, grow faster, cover more area in a shorter time, come in more colors, and are disease resistant.  Best of all, they don’t need any dead-heading!  You can pretty much plant them in good soil, water them once in a while, and stand back while they grow and bloom like crazy.


If you want a real splash of easy color, stop in soon and try any of our huge selection of modern petunias, including Superbells, Supertunias, Wave petunias, and more.

Special Garden Tour

We’ve got a special treat for you this year: a tour of Jonker’s Garden employee’s gardens!  To say that we’re avid gardeners would be an understatement, and our gardens show it.  There will be at least five separate gardens on the tour, and they are all very different.  Several have a pond, or multiple ponds, including a large, natural pond.  One has a creek.  Several feature many container gardens, one is primarily shade, some are large, a couple are on a standard city lot, and they’re all beautiful in their own way. (There’s a song in there somewhere.)

The tour takes place on Saturday, July 28.  Most are in or close to the city of Holland, so you should be able to hit them all between 10:00 am and 3:00 pm, the hours of the tour.  You never know, there might even be some treats and drinks along the way!  Stop in the Garden Shop the week of the tour for your own map and directions.  There will be a $5.00 charge per person to participate on the tour, and we guarantee it will be well worth it!  See you there.
The End is NOT Near: 

Whoever said that Memorial Day is the end of the planting season obviously hasn't paid Jonker's Garden a visit lately.  We're still planting seeds and cuttings in the month of June to ensure lots of fresh plants for you, all summer long!


There are 4 or 5 months to enjoy your plants, so don’t hold back.  In fact, if you plant perennials, bushes, or trees, you are going to enjoy them for years to come.


So if you're late getting your flowers planted or that flowerpot filled, don't despair.  Stop in today and pick up some fresh plants from Jonker's.  We'll be ready for you!

Heron Sighting

I used to thrill every time I saw a blue heron stalking lankily in my creek, and especially when I could see one fly prehistorically up from the water, over the trees.  They are really cool looking birds.  Last year a young heron changed my mind somewhat after he gorged himself on the koi from our pond.  I swear he had trouble flying, he was so full.  I think he also became tame, because he ate tame fish.  He let us get quite close, either because he was too full to fly, or he felt guilty and thought he should humor us a bit.

So, I still love to see heron in the wild, but when one comes to visit our ponds, I’ll chase him away in a heartbeat!

Watering 101

If you are new to gardening, a lot of what seasoned gardeners say can be a mystery to you.  “Water in well.”  Just what does that mean?  When you plant a plant, no matter if it’s a small marigold, or a large tree, the most important thing to remember regarding watering is to make sure the rootball is thoroughly moistened, all the way to the bottom.  When I water in some freshly-planted annuals, I put a light sprinkler on it for a couple hours.  If I water it in by hand, I water until the water runs off a little bit, wait until it soaks in, repeat, repeat, and repeat.  Sometimes it takes a half a dozen passes or more to get the soil and rootball moistened to the depth of the rootball, which is only about an inch and a half.  An important thing to remember for the first couple weeks is that a small plant is drawing moisture from only the rootball, and it must be re-moistened when the rootball gets dry, even if the soil around it looks moist.

The same is even more important when planting shrubs and trees.  A good way to ‘soak the rootball’ on a newly-planted tree or shrub is to let the hose run at a slow trickle right on the rootball for several hours.  Another option may be to build a small dike around the plant and fill it with sufficient water to soak the ball to the bottom.  If you are planting in clay you do have to take care not to add so much water that it remains after an hour or two.  

With a newly-planted tree or shrub, it’s important to repeat this procedure once a week through the first summer if there’s not a good soaking rain of an inch or more.  Although the surrounding soil may be moist, your new plant is like a wick, drawing all the moisture from the original rootball.


One last point:  Water from lawn irrigation doesn’t count!  Your automatic sprinkling is set to water grass, not larger plants, and will only moisten the top inch or two of your new tree’s roots, not enough to help.
Summer Hours:

Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
(Beginning June 25: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm)
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (through June 10)

Fourth of July: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm

We're proud of the 15 Master Gardeners and 3 Michigan Certified Nurserymen on our staff.

Don't forget: We Deliver!

Jonker's Garden Living is published 5 times a year - free of charge to garden lovers everywhere.  Address comments to Jim Jonker, Editor, at 897 Lincoln Ave, Holland, MI 49423-5306, (616) 392-7234, e-mail: info@jonkersgarden.com . Mark your calendar: Pansy Fest 2007 will be August 11 - 18.  

Daylilies: Easy Beauty

Zandra says daylilies are some her favorite plants.  What does it take to win such esteem in the mind of a perennial expert?  Number one reason: they are low maintenance.  They give so much in return for so little effort.  How can you beat that?


Daylilies are very easy to grow.  They’re not fussy about the type of soil their in.  They can take the hot, baking sun, but are just as happy in partial shade.  They’re drought-tolerant and extremely winter-hardy.  Basically, they’re tough as nails!


On the looks side, a daylily is no slouch, either.  They come in a rainbow of vibrant colors, and many are fragrant.  They have a long bloom time, as much as six weeks or more.  There are several repeat bloomers, which will double your pleasure.  Some even bloom continuously from early summer until frost.  


Some of Zandra’s favorite varieties are:

· “Little Grapette”: grows 12” tall, light purple, a reliable performer, American Hemerocallis Society Award Winner.

· “Happy Returns”: 16” tall, canary yellow 3” flowers, rebloomer (more than once a summer)

· “Stella de Oro”:15” tall, fragrant yellow flowers from early summer through fall.

· Designer Daylilies – many varieties: fragrant, heavy bud count for long blooming period. Check out designerdaylily.com for more information.

Zandra suggests planting several varieties that bloom at different times for a longer show of color.  Another tip: they are really effective to camouflage daffodil and other bulb’s foliage.  You can interplant them with all sorts of wonderful spring-blooming bulbs.  That way your garden springs to life early, the daylilies hide the ripening bulb foliage, and the daylilies stay colorful all summer long.
June Is Perennial Month

Every year June is Perennial Month.  It’s a great time to celebrate the beauty and convenience that perennials add to our life.  Zandra advises you to come in at least every two weeks to see what’s blooming.  If you try to shop all at once, you may miss a beauty that wasn’t blooming when you were there.  By spreading your shopping out, you ensure that your garden will never be without bloom from spring until the end of fall.


To celebrate Perennial Month, Jonker's Garden is having a sale on Saturday, June 23.  All perennials will be 25% off all day long.  What a great way to add some beauty to your garden!

