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Jonker's Welcomes the 2003 Gardening Season

Saturday, April 26,2003

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.


You‘re invited to Jonker’s 13th Annual Open House. Gardeners in the know are sure to be here, and if you’ve never been to one, “Come on Down!”  You’ll have a great time helping us kick off the planting season. Here are some good reasons to join us:

· In store specials (very special!)

· Register for one of ten  $10.00 gift certificates

· Free refreshments all day long.

· Sneak Preview: 1:00 P.M.  Enjoy this fast-paced show-and-tell featuring experts from the Nursery, Perennial, Annual, Pond, and Garden Shop departments showing off what's new and exciting for 2003.

Did you Know?

…The Easter lily is a great hardy perennial?  Just remove the flowers when it’s done blooming, keep watering it, and plant outside after danger of frost is past.  Sit back and enjoy blooms year after year!

…Jonker’s Garden Gift Certificates make great gifts for the gardeners on your list.  They’re easy to give and sure to please!

…A University of Minnesota study concludes that people who work in the yard or garden 45 minutes daily can reduce their risk of heart attack to one-third of that faced by sedentary individuals!

"If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind?" -Percy Bysshe Shelley

"Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees."  Book of Revelation

Coming Events for 2003:

Easter Sunday: April 20

Spring hours (8-8 Mon. - Fri., Sat. 8-5:00) begin: April 21

Spring Open House: April 26

Mother's Day: May 11

Memorial Day: May 26 (Notice: Memorial Day is NOT the end of the planting season! We grow fresh plants for gardening all summer long.)

June:  Perennial Gardening Month 

Annual Pond Tour: July 19, 2003. Here's a suggestion: Volunteer to display your pond on the tour.  We guarantee that you'll have a great time.

Don't forget!  Pansy Fest 2003 is August 16 - 23, 2003

Introducing Joanne Avink       

One of the newer smiling faces at Jonker's Garden is actually not a new face in the gardening industry; not by a long shot.  Joanne (You can call me 'Jo') has been a part of the team at Jonker's since March of 2001, but she started in the industry in '79, seeding, planting, and shipping flowers at Brower Farms in Hudsonville.  After 17 years on the growing end of things, she moved to the pretty end, helping local florists make beautiful arrangements.  Along the way, she acquired her Advanced Master Gardener and Advanced Floral Design certifications.

Jo has been helping run the Garden Shop, where she gets to choose which flowers and neat stuff we offer to you.  She also gets to spend time in the greenhouses, creating beautiful arrangements for indoors and out.

Jo and her husband Rich, who teaches 5th grade at Pine Ridge Christian School, live in Holland and attend Christ Memorial Church.  They both enjoy gardening and travelling.

Next time in, have Jo create something beautiful for you!

When Can I Start Planting?


We love to hear the question: “When can I start planting?” The answer is “NOW.”  But like many answers, it comes with some qualifications. Mid-March is not too early to plant a lot of things.  The limiting factor is not the time of year, but the condition of your soil and availability and type of plant.  

Plants are a year-round proposition at Jonker's Garden. All year long we are planting, growing, moving and receiving new plants. Many any of our perennials, trees, and shrubs are over-wintered right at Jonker’s. They may be planted as soon as you can work the soil in your garden.

 Other plants are very tender and shouldn’t be planted until all danger of frost is past, which is usually around the middle of May here in western Michigan.  The point is, if you have the urge to plant, come on down!  We’ll steer you right. We know what's safe to plant now and what you should hold off on. Jonker's has plenty of plants outdoors and ready to go. We take particular pride in offering plants that are sturdy and ready to face the elements.  It's no accident that our plants perform better in your garden; we've already acclimated them to Michigan's outdoors!

Visit our gardening experts today to see what can be planted in your beautiful garden now.

What’s New in the Nursery?

We're pretty excited about several new arrivals in the nursery.  These are not your run of the mill plants!

…Oxydendrum (Sourwood): This small tree (15' to 20' mature size) has beautiful white, bell-shaped flowers in summer and vivid orange-scarlet leaf color in fall.

…Chionanthus virginicus (Fringe Tree): Unique fragrant white flowers grace this small tree in spring.  Mature height: 18' to 20'.

…Styrax japonicus (Japanese Snowbell): Pure white bell-shaped flowers bloom in May and June.  Mature height: 20' to 30'.

…Stewartia pseudocamellia: Fragrant white camellia-like flowers appear in summer.  Leaves turn reddish-purple in autumn.  Tan, exfoliating bark looks great in winter, completing the yearlong interest of this 20' to 30' tree.


In addition to these unusual trees, we're also excited about our weeping pussy willows, large variety of Japanese maples, dwarf conifers, and an awesome selection of fruit trees, including apples and pears with several varieties grafted on one tree.

Let Beauty Ring


Add a new dimension to your outdoor living space by introducing the element of sound with beautiful hand-tuned wind chimes. 

Jonker's offers a great selection of wind chimes that will play soothing melodies for you for years to come. I hung a 'Music of the Spheres' chime out my back door 14 years ago, and it has entertained my family and guests ever since.  Every whisper of breeze rewards us with a tranquil tune, summer and winter, day and night.  They are so beautifully tuned that we never get tired of the sound.  The neighbors haven't even complained!  I like them so much they have become one of my favorite wedding and house-warming gifts.  


Visit Jonker's for a wind chime concert by J. W. Stannard or Music of the Spheres. These chimes are so well built they are guaranteed for 5 and 7 years, even if hung out in the weather.  They are precision-tuned to please even the most discerning ear.

Take a Hike!


Did you know that late April to early May is an excellent time to enjoy all the wildflowers that Michigan woods have to offer?  Take a break from working in your own garden and see what Mother Nature has done for you, gratis.  A hike in the woods at this time of year will reward you with the discovery of jewels on the forest floor.  Poking up through last year's matted, brown leaves will be trillium, mayapple, hepatica, and more.


After your inspirational walk, stop in to see our selection of these wildflowers for your own garden, including jack-in-the-pulpit, wild columbine, Virginia bluebells, and lots more.  But hurry, for these harbingers of spring bloom early, before the rest of the garden wakes up.
