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A Real Winner

The Perennial Plant Association has selected Japanese Painted Fern (Athyrium niponicum 'Pictum') to be the 2004 Perennial Plant of the Year. This low-maintenance beauty is one of the showiest ferns for shade gardens.  It grows 18" tall and forms clumps 2' wide in soft shades of metallic silver-gray with hints of red and blue.  

This lovely fern, which prefers partial to full shade, makes an outstanding combination plant for adding color and texture to beds and containers.  The magnificent texture and color of the fronds electrify shady areas of the garden and make the fern a wonderful companion for a variety of shade-loving plants.  Some Hostas that go well with it are 'Patriot', 'Ginko Craig', and sieboldiana 'Elegans.'  Other plants that go well with the Painted Fern are Carex morrowii 'Variegata, Carex siderosticha 'Silver Scepter,' several varieties of Tiarella, Brunnera macrophylla 'Langtrees', 'Silver Wings', or 'Jack Frost', Lamium maculatum 'Orchid Frost' and 'Purple Dragon', Astilbe simplicifolia 'Sprite', and Dicentra 'King of Hearts'. 

Wouldn't you love to have some Painted Ferns in your garden?

Finally: A Cure for Japanese Beetles

We never thought it would be this easy!  Last year we tried Bayer Advanced Garden Plant, Tree & Shrub Care, and we loved it!  Just mix with water and sprinkle around trees, bushes, and roses.  One treatment in mid- to late April lasts the rest of the year!  The protection moves from the roots up through the stems and leaves and discourages all sorts of bugs, including Japanese beetles, borers, leaf miners, and the notorious new pest: the emerald ash borer. The rain doesn’t even wash it off.  Studies at Michigan State University say it's 80% effective at keeping pests from munching on your prized specimen, which is a great help for the health and beauty of your garden. 

Apply Bayer’s Advanced this month and enjoy not spraying the rest of the summer. 

A Place to Call Their Own

In an interesting conversation over lunch at a West Michigan Nursery and Landscape Association meeting, we were discussing whether the next generation (Gen "X," "Y," or  "Z", what are we up to now, anyway?) would experience the joy of gardening as we have.  One person explained how, as a small child, she was given a small plot of ground to do with what she wished, and that first experience blossomed into a life-long passion for gardening.


It's amazing how a small investment by parents could reap such great returns!  How much easier could it be?  Just a 3' X 3' patch of garden, or a pot or two on the deck, and a young person can begin to experience the miracle of an emerging seedling, or the satisfaction of harvesting and eating a tomato they've grown themselves.  It would be a great first step to the well-known health benefits of gardening, recognized as America's #1 outdoor activity.   What a healthy break from TV, Game Boys, and PlayStations! 

Some fun vegetable seeds for the kids to grow are beans and corn.  They grow quickly and easily.  Maybe a pumpkin vine would be in order, if you have the room.  I know I spent many a pleasurable childhood moment measuring the growth and checking the 'babies' on my pumpkin vine.      

For flowers, you might want to try marigolds, sunflowers, or zinnias. Can you imagine their excitement at the end of the summer looking up at the huge sunflower that they grew?  Or try morning glories.  They're easy to start from seed (we have plants, too), and are sure to delight young and old alike, with their rapidly twining vines and cheery flowers.

The choices are endless, and your child should be part of the selection process.  Just make sure you help them prepare the soil properly, to ensure their success

on a lifetime of healthy activity.

Quote:

No man but feels more of a man in the world if he have a bit of ground that he can call his own.  However small it is on the surface, it is four thousand miles deep; and that is a very handsome property.  -Charles Dudley Warner, editor, and publisher (1829 - 1900)

Coming Events for 2004:

Easter Sunday: April 11

Our Back Checkout opens April 12

Spring hours (8-8 Mon. - Fri., Sat. 8-5:00) begin: April 26

Mother's Day: May 11

Memorial Day: May 31 (Notice: Memorial Day is NOT the end of the planting season! We grow fresh plants for gardening all summer long.)

June:  Perennial Gardening Month 

Annual Pond Tour: July 17, 2004. Here's a suggestion: Volunteer to display your pond on the tour.  We guarantee that you'll have a great time.

Mark your calendars: Pansy Fest 2003 is August 14 - 21, 2004

Quote:  The best inheritance a parent can give to his children is a few minutes of their time each day.  M. Grundler

Quote:  Winter is an etching, spring a watercolor, summer an oil painting and autumn is a mosaic of them all.  -Stanley Horowitz

Quote:  Spring is a natural resurrection, and experience in immortality. -Henry David Thoreau, naturalist and author (1817 - 1862)

Buyer Beware!

It's that time of year again: time for my warning to you about buying plants that aren't hardened off to our fluctuating Michigan temperatures.  Sub-freezing temperatures are guaranteed in April, and they will damage or kill hardy perennials and trees and shrubs that aren't acclimated to the cold.  Sure, plants in a warm, dry greenhouse are tempting, but they're no match for the plunging temperatures sure to come.  

Does that mean you should wait to plant?  Absolutely not!  Just be sure you get plants that have been hardened off, as they are outside at Jonker's Garden.  We can tell you what is safe to plant right now, and what should wait until later, when the soil warms up.

As you read this, our outdoor sales area is getting loaded with beautiful plants that are ready to go into your garden today, and our greenhouses are full of flowers that will be ready when the weather warms up for good.

"Don't Drain That Pond!"

This is a direct order from Diane Rabine, our Pond Lady.  She compares year-old pond water to both gold and fine wine.  She says that unless you have an extreme problem with dead fish or some sort of epidemic, you are much better off just netting the debris out as best you can, and keeping the clear, balanced water.  In fact, she cautions that if you drain, clean & put new water in your pond, you are practically guaranteed to have 'pea soup' (algae) as soon as the weather warms up!  Sound familiar?

If you'd like more tips on pond care, why not join Diane at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 24, for her yearly "Opening Your Pond" demonstration. No reservations are needed.  See you there!

