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Easier Watering

(Anyone, if you can come up with a better title, I’d love to hear it!)


Did you have a hard time keeping up with the watering last summer?  I know we did.  I think we all learned the meaning of the word “drought.”  

What can you do to ease your watering woes?  Automatic watering systems aren’t the only answer, although they do make life easier!  Choosing the right plants for the right place will make your life a lot easier.  Put the ones that are always thirsty closer to the water source, or maybe give them a little shadier spot, and they won’t be so quick to wilt in summer’s heat.


Planting tough, drought-tolerant plants is a great strategy to limit the time you spend watering.  There are many choices.  Most plants with a bulb can be very good choices for dryer spots.  Spring-blooming bulbs like specie tulips and daffodils go dormant when summer’s heat hits, so they don’t care.  Lilies have bulbs to store moisture for those dry spells.  

There are many annuals that can thrive without a lot of moisture or care. Annual vinca, or periwinkle, with its shiny, dark green leaves and impatiens-like flowers of white, pink, and rose, can tolerate long periods without water.  Moss rose, or portulaca, stores water in its fleshy leaves like a camel.  The beautiful mandevilla, and its cousin dipladenia can tolerate long periods of no water will little ill effect.

There are many perennials that do well with limited moisture.  Hosta grows and thrives on dry soils. Pulmonaria, brunnera, heuchera, aquilegia, and corydalis are good prospects for dry shade.  In sunny, dry spots, try foxgloves, dianthus, catmints, and gaura.

Sedum is a wonderful family of fleshy-leaved plants that are very drought-tolerant.  They range from many types of low-growing ground-covers to some that reach almost two feet tall.


And last, but not least, the grasses!  They can be tough as nails.  They come in a very wide range of sizes and give you four seasons of interest.


There are lots of ways to make your gardening easier, and drought-tolerant plants are a great way to go.
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Calling All Hosta Lovers!!


Last fall Zandra got a really good deal on hosta plants.  She bought a bunch of them, potted them up in one gallon pots, grew them up, and wintered them over.  This spring they are looking great, and she decided to run a special and sell them for only $3.99 each.  The sale lasts one week, running from June 11 through June 17, while supplies last.  These are really nice varieties: Halcyon, Royal Standard, Patriot, Aureo Marginata, Allen P. McConnel, Aristocrat, Katharin Lewis, and others.

If you’ve been thinking of starting a collection, want to make a hosta border, or use them as a beautiful groundcover, this would be a great opportunity for you.  If you aren’t very familiar with hosta, it’s time you get acquainted.  They are among the hardiest, longest-living, and most beautiful perennials.  They brighten the darkest corner of the garden, and reliably get larger every year.  They combine well with many other perennials, but look great all by themselves, too.  This would be a great year to get started with hosta.

Calling All Pond-Keepers!

Diane, our resident pond promoter, is looking for folks who would like to be on Jonker's Garden's seventh annual pond tour on July 15, 2006.

You'll have a great time sharing your creation and talking ponds, plants and critters with like-minded gardeners.  Come in today for an application.

Jonker's Eighth Annual Pond Tour: July 15, 2006.

Summer Hours:

Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (through June 11)

Memorial Day: 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

We're proud of the 15 Master Gardeners and 3 Michigan Certified Nurserymen on our staff.

Don't forget: We Deliver!

Jonker's Garden Living is published 6 times a year - free of charge to garden lovers everywhere.  Address comments to Jim Jonker, Editor, at 897 Lincoln Ave, Holland, MI 49423-5306, (616) 392-7234, e-mail: info@jonkersgarden.com . 

Please visit our website: jonkersgarden.com 

Mark your calendar: Pansy Fest 2006 will be August 12 - 19.

Dragon Wing Begonia - We Still Love This Plant

One plant we raved about last year was the Dragon Wing® begonia.  If you’ve tried them, you know why we love them.  These “Amazing Blazing Begonias” do well in cool or hot temperatures. They thrive in full, hot sun, and cool partial shade.  They looked great all last summer, right through the drought.  They won’t stop blooming from the time you plant them until a hard frost knocks them down.  No deadheading needed.  Just water regularly and fertilize occasionally, and they’re good to go.

Named for their eye-catching angel-winged leaves and huge blooms, Dragon Wings get about 12” – 15” tall and spread about 18”.  They work great in large hanging baskets, pots, boxes, and beds.  These gardener-friendly begonias come in pink and red.  Try some Dragon Wing begonias this year, you won't regret it!

(Jill, you may be able to use one of their promo pictures at DragonWingBegonia.com   )

We’ve Gone…CONE CRAZY!!

Purple Cone Flowers (Echinacea) have always been one of our favorite perennials.  The sturdy plants have long-lasting flowers that are great for cutting.  The only thing is, they only came in shades of pink and white.  The good news is, now they come in other colors.  ‘Harvest Moon’™ is an earthy gold color, ‘Sunrise’ is citron yellow, ‘Sunset’, a vibrant orange, and ‘Twilight’, a vibrant rose-red.  

These are brand-new colors on a tough, time-proven plant.  Stop in today, as these new beauties are going to go fast!
Easy-Care Roses


“What bush can I plant that will bloom all summer, and doesn’t need a lot of care?”  We get asked this a lot, and we have a good answer: “Shrub Roses.”  These little beauties are rapidly gaining popularity, and for good reason.  Hardworking and reliable, they help even a novice rose gardener be successful.  They have flowers all summer long, have little trouble with bugs or disease (no spraying), and seldom need pruning.  They are some of the hardiest, most trouble-free roses available. 

Stop in today to see all our beautiful roses.  This year’s crop is one of our nicest ever!

More Personal Favorites


I asked Dena Giller, our greenhouse grower, what her favorite plant is.  Without hesitation, her answer was “Mandevilla.  I’m taking care of plants all day, and I’m not too crazy about going home and doing it some more.  If I go home, and my Mandevilla needs water, and I don’t feel like watering it, I don’t, and it’s OK.  I can water it the next day, and it’s fine with that!”  She went on to mention regular impatiens, because they are low maintenance.  “They need no deadheading, they fill in and smother the weeds, they give great color all summer long, and they tell you when they need water.”  She also favors wax begonias, for all the same reasons, plus, the deer don’t like them, a big factor in her home in the woods.

I happen to have a few favorite plants myself.  Dipladenia ‘Red Riding hood’ is probably my favorite.  I’m kind of lucky having a greenhouse to over-winter it each year.  Every fall I take it in, enjoy the flowers through Christmas, and then cut it way back.  Come spring, it’s blooming and beautiful, and ready to set out by the pool.  I throw on some Osmocote™ time-release fertilizer, and it basks in the full sun all summer, blooming its heart out.  When I remember, I fill the pot with water, and it’s perfectly happy.  It never wilts or drops its buds.  You don’t have to have a greenhouse for this one, however.  A cool, bright porch, breezeway, or south-facing window will be just fine to hold them through winter from year to year..


Mandevilla ‘Alice du Pont’ is also a favorite of mine.  It blooms all summer, needs no care other than occasional watering, and is amazingly heat- and drought-tolerant.  The vines can grow 10 to 15 feet if given support, but I grow mine to the top of a 5 foot obelisk and let it drop back down and cover itself with large pink flowers.       
