Newsletter #50, March, 2004

Welcome to our 50th Newsletter! Congratulations for surviving last winter.  Actually, for all us snow-lovers, it was a glorious season.  It's been too long since we had a winter with actual snow that you could play in/on!  To ease the pain for those of you who don't love snow, let me remind you that snow is the best winter protection for plants, and we can hope that all our perennials will come up gang-busters this spring.  We don't anticipate the losses like we've had the last couple winters.

We at Jonker's Garden are looking forward to another great gardening season.  The plants in the greenhouses are looking great.  The plant world continues to bless us with lots of exciting new plants.  We've spent the winter attending plant shows and drooling over plant catalogues, and we have one of the best bunches of new plants in years.  Read about the wonderful Endless Summer™ Hydrangea in this issue, and many more perennials and annuals in our next two newsletters this spring.

Enjoy the emerging snowdrops, crocus and daffodils.  Stop and sniff the forsythia: Spring is on its way.

Back by Popular Demand: Winter Garden Series 

We decided to go with a winner and repeat our well-received early spring learning series with new topics and presenters (and an old favorite!) to instruct and inspire you for the up-coming gardening season. These classes cost only $5.00 each and are held Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Garden Shop.  We’re going to limit seating again this year so we can have enough hand-out materials and so everyone can see, hear and enjoy, Please RSVP soon by calling us at 616.392.7234 ext. 12.

March 25… New And Exciting Perennials

Barb Balgoyan, Technical Customer Service Representative at Walter's Gardens of Zeeland, a world-leading perennial plant producer, will share her PowerPoint presentation of the newest and the best perennials out there.  Barb has been in the green industry over 22 years, and lists her favorite perennials as "all of them."

April 1…Creating a Backyard Wildlife Habitat

Mary Colliflower, owner of Wild Birds Unlimited in Holland, will share her lifelong interest and enjoyment of birds and nature by showing us how to create a wildlife habitat in our own backyards.  We'll also learn how to get our yard certified by the National Wildlife Federation as a backyard habitat.

April 8…New and Underused Flowering Shrubs

Gail Billingsley, Manager of Propagation at Spring Meadow Nursery in Grand Haven, a world-leading introducer and producer of great new plants to the nursery industry, will treat us to a slide presentation on cutting-edge plants.  

In addition to having great flowers, these plants feature colorful foliage, multiple season interest, and adaptability to challenging gardening conditions.

April 15…. Getting Excited about Rhodies, Azaleas and Pieris.

Linda Charvat, owner of Rosebay Nursery of Saugatuck, founded in 1977, returns with all new slides of some of the 60 different types of rhododendrons she grows in her nursery. Learn about planting and growing this wonderful group of plants.  Enjoy views of her nursery and images of plants in their native habitats in the Smokey Mountains.

April 22…Knock Your Socks Off Containers 

The ever entertaining Bill Bird, backed up by our own grower Dena Giller, will demonstrate ‘Out of the Box’ plant combinations using both new and tried and true plants.

We Love This Plant

Endless Summer™ Hydrangea

This year Zandra, our Nursery and Perennials manager, is especially excited about the brand-new Endless Summer™, a new variety of the good old Hydrangea macrophylla. This beauty is considered a repeat bloomer.  Its secret is that it forms flower buds on new wood that appears during the growing season, as well as on stems that grew the season before, the way hydrangeas typically do.  This means that flowers continue to develop as new green growth does.  It also means that frost damage or your bad pruning timing won't wipe out a season's worth of flowers.







Endless Summer™ has pink flowers in alkaline soils, blue in acidic soils.  Flower mops up to 8" in diameter adorn these super-hardy bushes that grow between 3-5' in width and height, making it an excellent choice for foundation, specimen and shrub or perennial borders.  It grows best with some shade, and even does well in containers.  

We ordered a bunch of these beauties for 2004, but you'd better get yours

early before they're gone.

Speaking of Getting Old……….

My wife and I were skiing in Saugatuck Dunes State Park this winter on a trail we hadn't been on in a couple years and I was struck by the fact that the some sections of the trail and some vistas seemed unfamiliar.  It finally occurred to me (OK, I'm a little slow) that the trees had grown enough in the past few years to encroach on some of the views and over-shadow the trail.  It's something like when a relative sees a child after a few month's absence and says "My, how you've grown!" 

Not long after that I was standing under a 50' elm tree in the Garden Center, reminiscing how we spared it when it was a chance seedling growing in  my Dad's nursery.  This was in the 1950's when they were cutting and burning all the American Elms that had Dutch Elm disease, and we felt that this brave volunteer should live.

"So, what's your point?" you may ask.  I'll keep it to two points, so this doesn't resemble a sermon.  First, always consider the mature size of your plants and place them accordingly, so they can develop into their natural beauty.  Secondly, plants inevitably grow and change, and that's a beautiful thing to enjoy, not fight with the pruning shears.

OK, it is a sermon.  There is a third point.  I'm getting older than dirt!

Earth laughs in flowers.  Ralph Waldo Emerson, writer and philosopher (1803 - 1882)

If we had no winter the spring would not be so pleasant.

-Anne Bradstreet

There's Gold in Them Thar Bags!

What's the big deal with compost?  We're always saying "Add compost, add compost."  What is it, anyway?  The short answer (good enough for here!) is that it is any organic material that has been allowed to decay to a point where it looks like dirt.  What's it good for?  It's full of gentle, natural nutrients for your plants.  It holds moisture, so it's great for building up sandy soils.  It also loosens and aerates, so it's great for clay or heavy soils.  You can mix it in before planting, or add it later around growing plants.  To top it off, it's recycled material, so it's helpful for the environment.

However, not everyone has a compost pile in his or her backyard.  (I've been meaning to talk to you about that!)  That's where Gardener's Gold Mushroom Compost comes in.  It's new, and we have it!  It comes in convenient bags that you can take right to your garden and start building your soil.  It will build up and improve your soil, feed your plants, and it doesn't burn.  Come get some today; your flowers will thank you!

Enjoy Plants and People?

Join Our Team!

Jonker’s Garden is on the lookout for people who love to spend time in the garden.  Seasonal, full and part time positions are available for cashiers, planters, and gardeners.  Requirements: You must enjoy people, the great outdoors, & beautiful plants.  You must also be prepared to cash in on our generous employee discount!  Come in to the greenhouse today for a little spring pick-me-up, and pick up an application while you're at it!

You Can't have too many Master Gardeners!

Two more members of the Jonker's Garden family, Chad Glupker and Paula Howes, were completing the Michigan Master Gardener requirements as this issue went to press.  That brings our total to 19!  To say we're proud of that would be an understatement.  To paraphrase Radio Shack:  "You've Got Questions, We've Got Solutions." 

It's reassuring to know there's always someone at Jonker's who can answer your gardening questions.  In fact, we rather enjoy it!  

Sage Advice

If you are like us you can't wait to get outside and play in your garden.  Spring is just around the corner, but there are a few things you can do in March as the snow disappears, after you're done repairing snow plow damage!

· March is a good time to cut back the perennials you didn't get to last fall before the snow fell, and the ones you left standing for winter interest.

· Evergreen perennials such as bergenia and the hellebores should be tidied up. Watch for your Hellebores to start blooming.  They always surprise us because they bloom so early.  Stop in to see ours; you won't be able to resist this winter perennial.  

· Ornamental grasses and Butterfly Bushes (buddleia) may be cut back close to the ground.  This helps them get an early start on growing.

· Take care where you step until you can see all those little eyes or buds that show you where your plants are.  Pay special attention to late-sprouting perennials such as hibiscus and balloon flower.

· Once you see the new shoots is a good time to top dress with manure or our new Gardener's Gold™ Compost, and apply mulch for weed control.

· If your spring bulbs start to peek up a little early don't be alarmed.  They will be fine because the flower buds are still under the ground, so they won't be nipped by the frost.

· If you didn't get a chance to plant bulbs this past fall, don't worry.  We have pots of tulips, daffodils, and much more ready for planting in your garden. A big advantage is that you can just remove & replant the whole pot when the flowers are faded and start enjoying colorful annuals or perennials in their place.

