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Need A Jump-Start?

Would you like a little inspiration to get started on the gardening season? Call a couple friends and register for March Garden Day, presented by the West Michigan Nursery & Landscape Association on Saturday, March 19, 2005, in Grand Haven.  Pam Duthie, well- known author of Continuous Bloom and Continuous Color will be the keynote speaker, inspiring and guiding you to a colorful garden all season long.  Pam gardens in Northbrook, Illinois, which is as cold as Holland, so she knows what will thrive in our area.


Other speakers will enlighten you on topics such as annuals, trees, vines, shade gardens, composting, and landscaping with deer.  Sessions on garden photography and a tour of England's Gardens will round out the day's packed agenda.   As an added attraction, the main hall of the meeting place will be graced with flowering plants and displays, something gardeners can really use in the winter.

For additional information or brochures stop in at Jonker's Garden or Grand Haven Garden House today, or you can email the organizers at: marchgardenday@yahoo.com. Hurry, as registration must be completed by March 11.

Inside this issue:

· -  Winter Garden Series

· -  Matchless Lenten Rose

· -  Help Wanted

· -  Pink Flamingos 

Early Spring Hours:

Monday - Friday: 9:00 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.

Saturday 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Closed Sundays (We'll be open Sundays in May!)

We're proud of our 15 Master Gardeners and 3 Michigan Certified Nurserymen on staff.

Don't forget: We Deliver!

Jonker's Garden Living is published 4 times a year - free of charge to garden lovers everywhere.  Address comments to Jim Jonker, Editor, at 897 Lincoln Ave, Holland, MI 49423-5306, (616) 392-7234, e-mail: jonker@macatawa.org 

It's More Blessed to Give!

Remember that we can always mail one of our beautiful Gift Certificates to you or to a fortunate recipient with your message inside.  Just call and we'll process it over the phone.  How could gift giving be any easier?

Filler: “Expect everything, and anything seems nothing. Expect nothing, and anything seems everything.”  Samuel Hazo

Hellebores

The Matchless Lenten Rose

The Perennial Plant Association has named Helleborus x hybridus 2005 Perennial Plant of the Year.  The common name of this marvelous shade plant is Lenten Rose.  It's an evergreen, late-winter or early-spring flowering member of the buttercup family.  This hardy plant can form clumps that are 18" to 24" tall and 24" to 30" wide.  The long-lasting flowers appear impossibly early in the season, sometimes when there is still snow on the ground, and look great held above the sturdy evergreen foliage.  

Several qualities make it an easy plant for us to recommend to beginners and experienced gardeners alike:

· It's easy to grow in part shade and well-drained soil.

· Its evergreen foliage looks great 12 months a year.

· It's great for naturalizing

· Individual plants have been known to live for 50 years or more.

· They self-seed readily.

· The deer don't like them!

This is an outstanding combination plant for adding color, texture, and interest to your garden.  Stop in soon to try some in your own garden, and see what all the excitement is about.

What's new in the nursery?

Gourmet Delight!  


You've got to try the new (to us Westerners) Asian Pears.  They're round, super-crisp, and spicy-fresh.  Fine stores sell them as delicacies.  The tree is showy enough to be an ornamental. The Asian Pear has attractive, shiny green leaves and is covered with white blossoms in the spring.  

Plant one of these dwarf fruit trees in a sunny spot in your yard and enjoy "pear apples" for years to come.

Mark your calendar: Pansy Fest 2005 will be August 13 - 20.

What's With the Pink Flamingos?

You'll just have to come in and see.  It has something to do with special prices wherever the flock has landed.  You'll have to stop in often, as it seems they don't stay in one place too long!

Calling members of the Bill Bird Fan Club!

Those who have experienced a seminar by Bill will know what we're talking about.  No one ever falls asleep during his classes, lectures, demonstrations, performances, or whatever you call them.  There will be several opportunities to see Bill's work in the next couple months.  See our next newsletter for more information. 

Let's Get Acquainted -  with Tammy Kehrwecker

If you shopped in the nursery last year, chances are you had the pleasure of meeting Tammy, one of our newest members.  Tammy was born and raised in Tennessee, which would explain that charming drawl.  She's spent the last 10 years in the nursery business, all of it in Michigan.  She achieved her Michigan Certified Nurseryman designation (MCN) in 2001.

Tammy lives in West Olive with husband Michael and 4 children.  She loves the outdoors, camping, fishing, and working in the garden.  To show she's a balanced person, she also likes sewing and knitting!

Next time you come in to Jonker's, stop in the nursery and say 'Hi' to Tammy.  She's bound to have answers to your nursery questions, and she's always good for a cheerful laugh, too.

Back by Popular Demand: Winter Garden Series

What a great way to get back into the gardening season:  Go back to school!  These classes cost only $5.00 each and are held Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Garden Shop. Seating is limited so we can have enough room and handouts.  Please RSVP soon by calling us at 616.392.7234 ext. 12.

1.  March 10: Thriving in the Shade

Sharon Ottens has updated her popular presentation from past years with new material and new photos.  Her tips include how to determine how dense your shade is, the difference between dry shade and wet shade, and which plants will thrive in these various conditions.  The colorful slides, taken from her own garden throughout all seasons, feature many unusual and interesting shade-loving perennials.  The icing on the cake: attend this seminar and get your personal invitation to visit her garden in all its glory! 

2. March 17:  The Hostas of Hosta Haven

Jerry Draheim, Michigan District Horticultural Agent Emeritus will lead us on a slide-illustrated tour of his private garden, Hosta Haven, which contains his collection of over 400 cultivars of hosta.  You'll be looking at plants with leaf sizes ranging from thumbnail sized to platter sized!

In his program, Jerry will address some common hosta problems, and the best way he's learned to deal with them.

3. March 24: What's New in the World of Perennials?

Barb Balgoyen from Walter's Gardens, our local, world-class producer of perennials, will treat you to a PowerPoint presentation of great perennial combinations for the garden, with a special emphasis on color.

The show is rounded out with photos of brand-new perennials, and she'll even tease you with some cutting-edge varieties that won't be available until 2006. 

4. March 31:  Roses

Jon and Lois Wier have been growing and exhibiting roses since 1981. Their garden contains all kinds of roses including old garden roses, shrubs, hybrid teas, grandifloras, minatures and polyanthas. There are 600 bushes planted on their city lot. 

They have exhibited on local, district, regional and national shows. 

They are both rose judges and consulting rosarians. Jon has held district jobs 

and is currently the chairman of judges. Lois is chairman of arrangement judges. 

They have won many local district and national awards.

Can't Wait To Start?


There are lots of things you can do now to get a start on your gardening season. 

· If you forgot last fall, you should clean and sharpen your gardening tools.

· March is a good time to cut back the perennials you didn't get to last fall before the snow fell, and the ones you left standing for winter interest.

· Ornamental grasses and Butterfly Bushes (buddleia) should be cut back close to the ground. 

· Apply mulch for weed control.

· Stop in at Jonker's for a potted flower to cheer up yourself (or someone else) and remind you of Spring's beauty which is just around the corner. 

Mr. Fix-It

Do You Like to Help People and Fix Things?

If You …

· Are good at fixing things

· Like working outdoors

· Like doing something different every day

· Are handy with tools of all kinds

We Offer…

· Interesting work with good people

· Employee discount

· Flexible hours

· Winters off (and more, if you want)

Experience in some, but not necessarily all, of the following:

· Electrical

· Plumbing/Irrigation

· Light carpentry/Repair

· Small engine repair

· Welding

· Skid Steer loader operation

Stop in today and fill out an application.

Greenhouse Worker

Would You Like to Work in a Greenhouse?

If You …

· Are good with your hands

· Like to work alone or in a small group

· Love to be outdoors

· Like to water and care for plants

We Offer …

· Flexible hours

· Employee discount

· Friendly environment

No Experience Necessary

Stop in today to fill out an application.

Customer Service Specialist

Would You Like To Help 100 Happy People a Day?

If You …

· Like dealing with customers who are doing something they love to do

· Like to be out in the fresh air

· Are knowledgeable about plants and flowers

We Offer …

· Training

· Employee discount

· Flexible hours

· The happiest customers in town

Experience Needed:  Some cashier experience helpful, but not necessary, knowledge of plants a plus

Stop in today to fill out an application.

