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Celebrate Mother's Day!

Mother’s Day is May 11 this year, the time for our annual tribute to those special persons who 'mother' us all year long. Take the time to honor her with a gift that expresses how beautiful you think she is, that thanks her for her careful cultivation - of you - over the years! Traditionally, flowering hanging baskets have been the gift of choice for Mom, and for good reason. They are lovely when you give them, and under Mom’s tender care they will produce flowers all summer long, growing larger and showier as summer turns to fall. 

Lately, Mother’s Day gift-givers have become much more creative. In addition to hanging baskets, (which still are an excellent choice!) Dad and the children have been surprising Mom with many different gifts for her garden. Has Mom been eyeing a corner of the yard for a perennial garden? You could volunteer a couple hours to dig it up, then delight her with a few special perennials. Has Mom ever hinted how she loves the smell of lilacs? Surprise her with a lilac bush so she can grow her own bouquets in the backyard. Have you heard her admire a snowball bush, a burning bush or a butterfly bush? Now you know how to surprise her on her special day! Get her something she can enjoy for years and years to come. Don’t forget we can dress it up with foil and bow, or a special pot to make it perfect for gift giving. She’ll remember what a genius you are every time she sees it. If Mom likes to watch the birds you can present her with special plants that attract the birds and butterflies, as well as the tiny hummingbirds everyone loves to watch. We have other tasteful accents for the garden too. How about a gazing ball, a trellis, a wind chime or a wall plaque? Does your Mom have a pond? Help her dress it up with fish, water lilies, and water-themed statues. Lucky you if your mom is a cook! Surprise her with a selection of her favorite herbs. She can grow them all summer long and clip ‘em fresh. 

Don't forget the practical side. If your mom is a real gardener, you might want to give her some fine hand tools for working in her garden. They look good dressed in gift bows!

There are many more possibilities. A garden bench, where Mom can rest and admire her handiwork, also serves as a lovely, permanent focal point and a constant reminder of what an astute gift giver you are. A garden angel, child statue, fountain or concrete container will please her as well.  Now you can start thinking 'outside of the basket' for her special day.

Are you getting the idea? One last suggestion from the latest edition of Mother’s Day Shopping Made Easy comes this suggestion: A Jonker’s Garden Gift Certificate! What a concept! After all, Mother knows best, and she won’t mind selecting her own gift. You can’t go wrong.
…Did you know that June is Perennial Gardening Month? Be sure to stop in every week to see what's in bloom, a sure way to guarantee constant color in your own garden! 

…Did you know that July 4, 2003 is Mingo the Monkey's birthday?  She'll be 30 years old! Help us celebrate with free monkey treats all week. Be sure to wish her a happy birthday!  Stay tuned for more details.

Coming Events:

Mother's Day: May 11

Memorial Day: May 26 (Notice: Memorial Day is NOT the end of the planting season! We grow fresh plants for gardening all summer long.)

Annual Pond Tour: July 19, 2003. Here's a suggestion: Volunteer to show off your masterpiece on the tour.  We guarantee you'll have a great time.

Don't forget!  Pansy Fest 2003 is August 16 - 23, 2003

Quotes:

The violets in the mountains have broken the rocks.  Tennessee Williams, dramatist (1911 - 1983)

A bit of fragrance always clings to the hand that gives the rose.  Chinese proverb

Got Walnuts?

A common landscaping dilemma is finding plants suitable for planting under black walnut trees.  If you've ever had your tomato plants shrivel up and die, or watched a cherry tree slowly decline and die when planted near walnut trees, you know what we're talking about!

New research at the Virginia Tech Dept. of Horticulture presents us with a preliminary list of plants that will tolerate the toxic juglone secreted by the roots of these beautiful but deadly trees.

Barberry, flowering dogwood, forsythia, hibiscus (Rose of Sharon) and privet are shrubs that work.  Clematis, Virginia creeper, and wisteria are vines that survive. Daylily, hosta, liriope, phlox, and sedum are tolerant perennials.

For more: bapple@vt.edu 

Perennial of the Year 2003: 'Becky'

The Perennial Plant Association has picked another winner by announcing Leucanthemum (Shasta daisy) 'Becky' as Perennial Plant of the Year 2003.  What makes it so cool?  Lots of things.  Its three-inch wide, single white flowers with contrasting yellow centers appear at the end of June when other Shastas are finishing blooming. If you trim off the flowers as they fade, the plants continue to bloom into September!  The 40-inch stems are so sturdy they need no staking, making this an excellent cut flower.  Who doesn't love a bouquet of daisies?


'Becky' is easy to grow.  Just plant it in fertile, well-drained soil in full sun or light shade.  The only thing it won't tolerate is excessive moisture or wet soils in winter.  In a couple years you'll be ready to divide your plants and make a real show. You'll have starts to share with your gardening friends, too!

Russian sage (Perovskia atriplicifolia) makes a great companion plant with 'Becky', its blue flowers complimenting the daisy with its long season of bloom.  Add a couple 'Butterfly Blue' scabiosa (pincushion flower) in front, flank it with some of Veronica's intense blue spikes, and you've got a great combination of white, blue, and blue-lavender.  For extra zing, add Crocosmia 'Lucifer', with its brilliant scarlet red blossoms on arching stems.

'Becky' joins a long line of past perennial winners: Heuchera ‘Palace Purple’, Coreopsis ‘Moonbeam’, Veronica ‘Sunny Border Blue’, Astilbe ‘Sprite’, Perovskia ‘Russian Sage’, Penstemon digitalis ‘Husker Red’, Salvia 'May Night', Echinacea 'Magnus', Rudbeckia 'Goldsturm', Scabiosa 'Butterfly Blue', Calamagrostis 'Karl Foester', and Phlox 'David'.


How do perennials qualify for this honor? They must be easy to care for, grow well in a wide range of conditions and climates, bloom for a long time, and have season-long interest. Isn't that exactly what you're looking for?



We keep a good supply of these must-have winners in stock, so you can add them all to your garden.

Curb Appeal 

Addicted gardeners are forever on the lookout for something they can surround with a flowerbed. Why not your mailbox (or flagpole or lamp post?) where your handiwork can be enjoyed by passers-by and you, too, not to mention the trusty mailman! 

A good design principle is to repeat what you have done nearer the house for continuity, using similar colors, textures and combinations. Drought-tolerant plants might be a good choice since the bed may not get as much attention as flowers that are closer to the house. A small evergreen will anchor the garden through the seasons and provide a good backdrop for flowers. A small annual or perennial vine could ramble up the post. Perennials, annuals, and even tropicals will add color all summer long. Smaller ornamental grasses supply four seasons of interest. And finally, don't forget to pop in some tulips, daffodils or other small bulbs in the fall for that delightful burst of color in the spring! 

Black Beauty 

When you see black in the garden, usually it means that you goofed! Think again.  Black can be stunning in a garden when used purposefully. It's an unexpected contrast to pastels and bright colors. 

So how do you paint a black swath with plants? There are many choices of "black" plants (or almost black, purple/black, etc.):

·  'Blackie' sweet potato vine: vigorous as a groundcover or in pots

· 'Persian Shield': about 24" tall, dark silvery-purple leaves 

· Back taro (elephant's ear): matte-black leaves up to two feet long. 

· 'Redskin' dwarf dahlia: deep purple leaves and bright flowers 

· Several canna varieties have deep, dark leaves and bright flowers.

· 'Purple Ruffles' and 'Red Ruben' basil: nearly black, use in the kitchen!

· Coleus: several new varieties of black 

· 'Redbor' kale: nearly black garnish

· 'Purple Majesty' ornamental millet: new, very dark grass

· 'Purple Lady' iresine

· 'Purple Knight' alternanthera 

Perennials can have a dark side:

· Cimicifuga 'Hillside Black Beauty': tall shade-lover, white flowers

· Heuchera ''Midnight Claret': coral bells, mounding, very dark

· Eupatorium 'Chocolate': 2 1/2' - 3' dark-leafed Joe Pye Weed

· Geranium 'Midnight Rider': low-growing, bluish-purple flowers

· Aster 'Lady in Black': almost black with white flowers

· Ophiopogon 'Nigrescens': dwarf black mondo grass, slow spreader, shade

Even the nursery has black possibilities:

· Sambuca 'Black Beauty': elderberry, upright, pink to white flowers

· Barberry 'Crimson Pygmy': low mounding shrub

· Physocarpus 'Diablo': tall, stately ninebark

· Weigela 'Wine and Roses': mounding, pink flowers

· Maple 'Crimson King': majestic

Although the elephant's ear and maple make a great statement singly or in groups of three, most black-leafed plants should be planted in groups or swaths of eight to fifteen to create the best contrast or "punch" that you need in your garden. 

