#52, May, 2004

It's Memorial Day.  Do You Know Where Your Flowers Are?


They're at Jonker's Garden, of course, and they're saying "Pick Me, pick me!"  We have everything you need to show your respect and love in a beautiful way.  Our designers are creating many different combinations of flowers that will only get prettier all summer.  They come in a convenient black pot that fits perfectly in the green cemetery pails with the twisted metal handle.   Just take the flowers and the pail to the cemetery separately (easier), and drop the flowers in the pail at the gravesite. 


We're also making liners for the stately cement 'grape' urns that are so popular, in the same combinations.  We even make special ones for the shade, so you're sure to get one that will thrive in your conditions.


Need the pail itself, or an urn?  Don't worry, we have a good supply of both.

What's In a Name?


This is an exciting time to be enjoying plants in the garden.  When I started in the greenhouse business, and I'm not saying how long ago that was, things were much simpler.  "You want to fill that pot?  Pink or red geraniums?  Vinca vine or springerye?  Would you like a petunia with that?"  And that was pretty much it.  

Nowadays, the choices are enough to make you dizzy. Jonker's grows well over 70 varieties of geraniums alone, not to mention the hundreds of other colorful flowers and foliages that we combine to create the exciting containers we enjoy today.  You want something cascading over the side?  How about bacopa?  (Of course, we now have 5 different varieties)  How about a nice golden bidens? Diascia would look great, but you have to decide which color would look best, apricot, pink, or red.  And that's only the beginning of the alphabet.  It can be overwhelming.

As if life isn't getting complicated enough, now we are bombarded with brand names for all these wonderful plants.  Proven Winners ™, Blooms of Bressingham ™, The Flower Fields™, Athens Select ™, Garden Designs™, Proven Selections ™, Simply Beautiful™, Color Choice ™, Jackson & Perkins™, Icicle™ Pansies.  Had enough?  There are more.   What's a gardener to do?

Well, you should be jumping for joy.  These brands are promoted by companies competing for our business by developing the best, newest, healthiest, and hardiest plants available.  They have succeeded admirably.  Flower size, the number of flowers, number of colors and varieties has increased exponentially in the last several years. 

You shouldn't get hung up on one particular brand, or variety, however. Pick and choose, be flexible, save your tags from one year to the other, and keep an open mind.  There are so many great new (and old) varieties out there, you can hardly go wrong.  We'll do our part by staying abreast of the newest and best.

Like a Rock

Jonker's Garden now has fieldstones for sale! Fieldstones have many uses around the garden.  They're great for lining beds, decorating rock gardens, encircling trees or patios, or just placing around to be admired, Come on down and pick through our pile for your favorite colors and shapes!

Easiest Gift Ever!


The perfect gift is also the easiest gift. We can mail a Jonker's Garden Gift Certificate to you or your recipient with your message inside. All you have to do is call or e-mail us, and we'll take it from there.

Got Shade?


Impatiens are very popular because they are one of the best choices for color in the shade.  They're easy to plant, grow quickly, and bloom all summer.  This year Jonker's is offering a very special sale on impatiens on May 8. Sale starts at 8:00 a.m.  See you then!

Jonker's Garden Coupon

This coupon entitles bearer to purchase full flats of impatiens for $6.99. Limit 5 flats.  Coupon valid May 8, 2004 only, while supplies last.  (Does not apply to potted New Guinea Impatiens)  

Take a rest; a field that has rested gives a bountiful crop. Ovid, poet (43 BC - 17 AD)

A weed is a plant that has mastered every survival skill except for learning how to grow in rows.  -Doug Larson

My Achin' Back!


I was a bit dismayed to hear a friend who works for a chiropractor tell me that the good doctor knows when the gardening season begins by the surge in his business.  I thought gardening was supposed to be healthy!  It is, but minding a couple points could make it even better for you.  


-Always stretch before any strenuous lifting, pulling, or bending.  A little stretching afterward helps, too.


-Squatting can be hard on your knees.  Better to kneel on a pad or grass, or sit on a small stool or cart.


-Stand frequently & take short walks to stretch or loosen your back.  Don't forget to admire your work while doing this.


-If kneeling, sit back on your heels periodically, again to loosen your back.


-Drink lots of water.

(Thanks to Sally Young for help on this, and for always correcting my posture!)

June is Perennial Gardening Month.


Don't forget to visit Jonker's every week in June, and through the rest of the summer to see what's in bloom.  That way you can see what perennials are in bloom at that time, so your garden will be colorful all summer long.

Dress up that Water Garden


Need stuff for your water garden?  You know we have practically everything you need to get started, or to expand your water garden.

Just don't look for floaters such as water hyacinths and water lettuce quite yet.  These wonderful additions to your water garden are extremely sensitive to cool temps, and we'll have them when the time is right, towards the end of May.

It's Not Easy Being Green!


We have a lot of annual plants that would agree with Kermit the Frog.  These are the ugly ducklings of the garden center, the ones who get passed over for their more colorful cousins who sport the bright blossoms that make them irresistible. 


Plants like asters, nicotianas, petunias, and snapdragons will do better for you in the garden if planted before they have flowers. It's a leap of faith similar to planting a dry-looking flower bulb on the promise of a pretty picture: buying a healthy green plant, especially when it's sitting right next to one in flower.  We even recommend removing the flowers of many varieties when planting, to allow the plant to get established more quickly, producing many more flowers for you in the long run.


Then there are little-known plants like Salvia ‘Black and Blue’ which rarely bloom in the pot, but will astonish you when planted in the garden, growing 2-3 feet tall and bearing intense true blue flowers. 



I guess you can’t talk about green without mentioning plants that stay green and never bloom, but work great in any garden or pot.  Plants like Fiber Optic Grass, which sold out in an instant last year.  This cool grass adds fresh green texture wherever it grows.

Colorful Characters


In addition to all the characters who work at Jonker's Garden, there are also lots of plants that qualify as colorful characters.

· Coleus of all kinds: Some thrive in sun, some in shade, but they all have colored leaves, some subtle, some wild.

· Perilla Magilla: We like this one for the name alone!  In addition,  this coleus-like plant has foliage in 4 or 5 shades of wine, pink and red.

· Tibouchina (Princess Flower): This old-time favorite will stun you with rich, royal blue flowers.

· Angelonia: This relative newcomer vaguely resembles snapdragon, and gets quite flashy in shades of purple to pink to white.

· Nemesia: Another newcomer with splashy flowers in white, peach, lemon and cranberry. Tasty.

These colorful characters look great in combination with other plants or bedded with each other en masse. 

Congratulations to Zandra Fryar and Joe Talley, who were married on April 17.  Zandra is Nursery and Perennials Manager at Jonker's Garden.  We all wish them many years of wedded bliss!

