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Celebrate Mother's Day!

Mother’s Day is May 8 this year, a time to honor her with a gift that expresses how beautiful you think she is, and to thank her for her careful care - of you - over the years! 

Traditionally, flowering hanging baskets have been the gift of choice for Mom, but lately Mother’s Day gift-givers have become more creative. In addition to hanging baskets, which still are an excellent choice, Dad and the children have been surprising Mom with many different gifts for her garden. Has Mom ever hinted how she loves the smell of lilacs? Surprise her with a lilac bush so she can grow her own bouquets in the backyard. Have you heard her admire a snowball bush, a burning bush or a butterfly bush? Now you know how to surprise her on her special day!  Don’t forget we can dress it up with foil and bow, or a special pot to make it perfect for gift giving.  

 We have other tasteful accents for the garden too. How about a gazing ball, a trellis, a wind chime or a wall plaque? There are many more possibilities. A garden bench, where Mom can rest and admire her handiwork, also serves as a lovely, permanent focal point. A garden angel, child statue, fountain or concrete container will please her as well.  Now you can start thinking 'outside of the basket' for her special day.

One last suggestion: A Jonker’s Garden Gift Certificate! What a concept! After all, Mother knows best, and she won’t mind selecting her own gift. You can’t go wrong.
Dads, bring your children to Jonker's with you on Friday, May 6, between 4:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M.  They will each get to plant a flower in a special pot to give to Mom, and you'll have time to buy her that perfect gift. (Mom, it wouldn't hurt to leave this article out where someone would see it!)

Dragon Wing Begonia - We Love This Plant

One of our very favorite ‘new’ plants at Jonker’s Garden is the Dragon Wing® begonia.  If you’ve tried them, you know what we're talking about.  These “Amazing Blazing Begonias” do well in cool or hot temperatures. They thrive in full, hot sun, and cool partial shade.  They won’t stop blooming from the time you plant them until a hard frost knocks them down.  No deadheading needed.  Just water regularly and fertilize occasionally, and they’re good to go.

Named for their eye-catching angel-winged leaves and huge blooms, Dragon Wings get about 12” – 15” tall and spread about 18”.  They work great in large hanging baskets, pots, boxes, and beds.  These gardener-friendly begonias come in pink and red.  Try some Dragon Wing begonias this year, you won't regret it!

Introducing Cathy Vandermeer

What do you do if your yard is mostly shade?  Plant impatiens and complain?  No.  You do what Cathy Vandermeer did.  You get a job at Jonker’s Garden and try all their shade-loving plants and make a beautiful garden.  But seriously folks, she really does have a lovely shade garden.

Cathy has worked part-time at Jonker’s since 1995, all the while raising four girls and giving moral support to husband Jim, who teaches physical education at Holland West Middle School and coaches football at Hope College.  Her specialties are hosta (I wasn’t kidding about the shade) and all other shrubs and plants that love the shade.  

She sings in the choir at 3rd Reformed Church, quilts, gardens, and attends all her daughters' many athletic events.  Cathy is a Michigan Master Gardener, Landscape Design Consultant and Gardening Consultant through the Federated Garden Club of Michigan.

Calling All Pond-Keepers!

Diane, our resident pond promoter, is looking for folks who would like to be on Jonker's Garden's seventh annual pond tour on July 16, 2005. You'll have a great time sharing your creation and talking ponds, plants and critters with like-minded gardeners.  Come in today for an application.

New Monster in Town


There’s a new monster in town, and his name is Kong™ Coleus. You won't believe the size of the leaves on this plant! One leaf is large enough to cover your face!  Kong won't tolerate the sun like our sun-loving coleus varieties, but it will add a great shot of color in the shade garden.  Growing nearly two feet tall, Kong™ Coleus can tolerate summer's heat and humidity, looking good until frost.  It can even be grown indoors in the winter, an added bonus.


All coleus are easy-to-grow, low-maintenance plants that are almost foolproof when grown in well-drained soil rich in organic matter.  Give them sufficient water during dry periods and they will reward you by brightening up any corner of the garden.  A terrific accent plant for large combinations, the well-branched Kong™ Coleus also creates beautiful mass plantings for landscapes.
This year we'll have Kong™ Mosaic, whose gorgeous, heart-shaped leaves combine bright cream, green and red: each leaf a unique pattern.  Be the first on your block to enjoy this great plant.

Did You Know?

No piece of paper can be folded in half more than seven times.

Donkeys kill more people annually than plane crashes.

Oak trees do not produce acorns until they are fifty years or older.

Got Shade?


Impatiens are very popular because they are one of the best choices for color in the shade.  They're easy to plant, grow quickly, and bloom all summer.  This year Jonker's is offering a very special sale on impatiens on May 7. Sale begins at 8:00 a.m., while supplies last. See you then!

Jonker's Garden Coupon

This coupon entitles bearer to purchase full flats of impatiens for $6.99. Limit 5 flats.  Coupon valid May 7, 2005 only, while supplies last.  (Does not apply to potted New Guinea Impatiens)  

Calling All Bill Bird Fans


We've got a special treat for you this spring.  On three different nights in three different weeks, Bill Bird will give his energetic combination planting demonstrations in the Garden Shop.   Last year he planted flowers in his wife's brightly colored purse!  Who knows what he'll come up with this time?  You are sure to be entertained, but you'll also see lots of new, out-of-the-box combinations for both sun and shade.  You may even want to attend more than one, as Bill rarely repeats himself!

· Thursday, May 5 at 6:00 P.M

· Wednesday, May 11 at 6:00 P.M

· Tuesday, May 17 at 6:00 P.M

Please call 397-7234, Ext. 12 for reservations, so we know how many will be attending these free presentations.

What's With the Pink Flamingos?

You'll just have to come in and see.  It has something to do with special prices wherever the flock has landed.  You'll have to stop in often, as it seems they don't stay in one place too long!

Inside this issue:

· Impatiens Sale

· Kong Coleus

· Dragon Wing Begonia

Jonker's Garden Hours:

Monday - Friday: 8:00 A.M. - 8:00 P.M.

Saturday: 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Sunday: 11:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. (Through June 12)

We're proud of our 15 Master Gardeners and 4 Michigan Certified Nurserymen on staff.

Don't forget: We Deliver!

Jonker's Garden Living is published 4 times a year - free of charge to garden lovers everywhere.  Address comments to Jim Jonker, Editor, at 897 Lincoln Ave, Holland, MI 49423-5306, (616) 392-7234, e-mail: info@jonkersgarden.com
Mark your calendar: Pansy Fest 2005 will be August 13 - 20.

****Coupon****

This coupon is good for $4.00 off each full flat of petunias, no limit!  Coupon valid May 8 - May 15, 2005 only, while supplies last. Please present coupon prior to checkout. This offer does not include Wave petunias.

****Coupon****

This coupon is good for $4.00 off each full flat of wax begonias, no limit!  Coupon valid May 15 - May 22, 2005 only, while supplies last. Please present coupon prior to checkout.

****Coupon****

This coupon is good for $4.00 off each full flat of regular impatiens, no limit!  Coupon valid May 22 - May 29, 2005 only, while supplies last. Please present coupon prior to checkout.

Custom Creations in Full Swing


Now is the time to bring your pots and baskets in to be filled by our Custom Creations™ department. You can bring in your pots and make an order anytime. Jo Avink does much of the creating, and you can talk to her in person about what you'd like if you come in Monday or Thursday from 8:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon, or Tuesday from 9:00 A.M. until 5:00 P.M.  Bring your ideas, photos, pictures from magazines, or just let Jo create something memorable for you from scratch. 

jonkersgarden.com


We've finally taken the leap!  Better late than never, we always say. We've tried to make it entertaining, informative, rewarding, and beautiful.  As with many things, it's a 'work in progress', but it's already worth a visit.  We have lists of nearly every annual, perennial, and nursery plant that we’ll have this year.  It's only going to get better as we add more valuable coupons, more information, answer more questions, take more photos, tell you what's new, etc. Please visit our new site soon and often, and tell us what you think.

Filler: “Expect everything, and anything seems nothing. Expect nothing, and anything seems everything.”  Samuel Hazo

It's More Blessed to Give!

Remember that we can always mail one of our beautiful Gift Certificates to you or to a fortunate recipient with your message inside.  Just call and we'll process it over the phone.  How could gift giving be any easier?

