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Make Life Easier


.  They say that nature abhors a vacuum, and will fill it with her own plants (weeds!) in a heartbeat. When plants grow naturally, they fill in their space, growing next to each other.  So one of the simplest ways to streamline your gardening is to plant en masse.  Rather than lining up your annuals like little soldiers, or placing them here and there, plant them at the spacing listed on the label and fill the bed.  The benefits are many.  The impact of the color will be much greater.  Better yet, they will form a solid canopy in the bed, and keeping the weeds out will be much easier.  Watering and fertilizing them will also be much easier than if they were planted here and there.


The same works for perennials.  Always plant in groups of three, or five, or even seven and more.  The results look better, and the plants can grow together, support each other if needed, and will choke out any weeds that dare to venture there!  Starting with larger sizes also speeds up the process of filling in, not to mention the instant gratification.

There are lots of other ways to make less work in the garden, and still get full enjoyment.  Incorporating plants that are easy-care, drought-tolerant, and hardy is a great way to go.  The next issues of Jonker’s Gardener will include lists of these types of plants, and other suggestions to beautify your garden and reduce your work!

Celebrate Mother’s Day

Be sure to remember Mother’s Day this year on May 14.  Before you come to pick up that beautiful hanging basket for Mom for Mother’s Day, take a look at where she might hang it.  Does the sun shine there in the morning?  Or only in the afternoon?  Maybe it will be in the sun all day, or in the shade all day.   Knowing this will help you pick a plant that will thrive all summer for her.  If you have any questions, be sure to ask one of our helpful staff, because we all want Mom’s flowers to be beautiful!
Don’t feel limited to hanging baskets for Mom, however, because we have lots of beautiful things that will thrill her and remind her how much you love her.  Have you ever seen her admire the fragrance of a lilac bush in full bloom, or marvel at the butterflies congregating around a butterfly bush?  Let us dress one up for you with foil and a bow, and watch her smile when she sees the thoughtfulness of your gift-giving.
In addition to plants, there are great gifts available in the Garden Shop and throughout the Garden Center.  Yard art, hummingbird feeders, garden benches, gazing balls & stands, wind chimes, and the list goes on.  If you have trouble deciding, there’s always a beautiful Gift Certificate from Jonker's Garden.  Mother knows best, and you can let her decide.
Inside this Issue:

· More Personal Favorites

· Great Coupons

· Combination Pot Demonstrations

Got Shade?


Impatiens are very popular because they are one of the best choices for color in the shade.  They're easy to plant, grow quickly, and bloom all summer.  This year Jonker's is offering a very special sale on impatiens on May 6. Sale begins at 8:00 a.m., while supplies last. See you then!

More Personal Favorites


Greg, Jonker’s Retail Manager, said he planted the new ‘Blue Cushion’ lavender last year and it was just great.  The shapely plant stayed compact and bloomed all summer, well into fall.  The cut flowers made lovely tiny bouquets, and the grey foliage really added to his border.  The perennial ‘Rosanne’ geranium bloomed like crazy for him all summer too, right up until snowfall!  He also said everybody should be gardening with heucheras.  The many new hybrids coming out are amazing.  One of his favorite combinations is ‘Obsidian’, with its almost black leaves, and ‘Amber Waves’, with golden orange foliage.  Then he went on about “any grass, especially carex buchananii‘” with its bronze colored leaves that looked great as an accent against a green background.  He started to mention more plants, and I had to say “Thanks Greg, that’ll be enough for now.”

Spring Hours:

Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (May 7 - June 11)

We're proud of the 15 Master Gardeners and 3 Michigan Certified Nurserymen on our staff.

Don't forget: We Deliver!

Jonker's Garden Living is published 5 times a year - free of charge to garden lovers everywhere.  Address comments to Jim Jonker, Editor, at 897 Lincoln Ave, Holland, MI 49423-5306, (616) 392-7234, e-mail: info@jonkersgarden.com . 

Please visit our website: jonkersgarden.com 

Mark your calendar: Pansy Fest 2006 will be August 12 - 19.

****Coupon****

This coupon is good for $4.00 off each full flat of petunias, no limit!  Coupon valid May 7 - May 14, 2006 only, while supplies last. Please present coupon prior to checkout. This offer does not include Wave petunias.

****Coupon****

This coupon is good for $4.00 off each full flat of wax begonias, no limit!  Coupon valid May 14 - May 21, 2006 only, while supplies last. Please present coupon prior to checkout.

****Coupon****

This coupon entitles bearer to purchase full flats of impatiens for $6.99. Limit 5 flats.  Coupon valid May 6, 2006 only, while supplies last.  (Does not apply to potted New Guinea Impatiens)  

Calling All Members of the Bill Bird Fan Club!

Those who have experienced a combination planter demonstration by Bill will know what we're talking about.  No one ever falls asleep during his classes, demonstrations, performances, or whatever you call them.  We’ve arranged for Bill to speak three evenings in May, each on different nights of the week, so that everyone should get a chance to catch a session.  Each will be different, featuring different plant combinations, colors, and containers.  The demonstrations will be held in the Garden Shop at 7:00 P.M. on Thursday, May 11, Wednesday, May 17, and Tuesday, May 23.  No charge or reservations necessary.  See you there!

Deer Eating Your Hostas?

Are your hostas poking their green shoots through the soil about now?  Those green points will unfurl into the beautiful leaves that you enjoy all summer, unless those pesky deer have their way with them.  Deer are the only creatures that enjoy hosta more than you do!  That applies to lots of other of your favorite plants; you know which ones they are.  There is a solution.  Apply Plantskydd Animal Repellent as the leaves are emerging, and again when they are half-grown, and you can avoid the heartache of seeing them chewed off at the ground.

Optional:

“How strange that nature does not knock, and yet does not intrude!”  Emily Dickenson, poet (1830 – 1886

"Never doubt that a small, group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has." 
-Margaret Mead  
It's More Blessed to Give!

Remember that we can always mail one of our beautiful Gift Certificates to you or to a fortunate recipient with your message inside.  Just call and we'll process it over the phone.  How could gift giving be any easier?

Even More Master Gardeners!


As if our fifteen Master Gardeners on staff weren’t enough, during our busy weekends this spring we’ll have additional Master Gardeners at the Garden Center.  Every Saturday, April 22 through June 10, from 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM, extra Master Gardener volunteers will be here with the sole purpose of answering all your gardening questions.
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