#65: May 1
New Life Begins At Jonker's Garden

We have so much fun starting new plants that produce beautiful flowers in your garden.  It’s practically embarrassing to get paid for it.  The icing on the cake is, we get to see many other forms of new life at the Garden Center, and in the next few issues we’ll share some of them with you.


Last spring we enjoyed watching the progress of 13 (maybe more, we couldn’t get them to stay still for long enough to get an accurate count) ducklings born at the Garden Center.  This is a photo of one of their first excursions onto our pond.  They took to it practically like ducks to water, if you can believe that!
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Spring is nature's way of saying, "Let's party!"  Robin Williams
Rhododendron’s Compact Cousins

Everyone loves rhododendrons, especially when they burst into bloom in late spring and early summer.  Their large flower clusters of white, pink, red, and lavender are beautiful against the dark, evergreen foliage.  But there are lots of other varieties of rhododendrons in addition to the showy, larger varieties.
The smaller leafed rhododendrons have a lot going for them.  They come in a large range of colors: red, purple, pink, white.  They are even hardier than their large-leafed cousins, enduring winter temperatures as low as -25 degrees F.  Their small leaves turn interesting colors in the winter.  The plants are smaller and more compact, many maturing at no more than two feet tall, making them great candidates for smaller spaces, and they flower profusely. 
This year check out our great selection of smaller, compact varieties such as Ramapo, Grape Jam, Baden Baden, Biloxi Blue, Yaku Princess, and many more.
When Can I Start Planting?


One of the most persistent misconceptions in gardening is that Memorial Day is the time to plant.  You’re missing the boat if you believe that!  Experienced gardeners are busy planting as early as March.  The trick is to know what plants can take frost, and where to get plants that are already acclimated to the weather.  Jonker’s Garden can help you on both counts. 

 Ready to plant now:

· Trees & shrubs



· Roses

· Perennials

· Perennial herbs

· Ground covers

· Wildflowers

· Many annuals, such as pansies, dusty millers, and snapdragons

· Many vegetables, such as strawberries, cabbage, broccoli, and cauliflower

Wait until all danger of frost is past:

· Impatiens

· Coleus

· Begonias

· Marigolds

· Morning glories

· Zinnias

· Tomatoes

· Melons

· peppers

The point is, if you have the urge to plant, come on down!  We’ll steer you right. We know what's safe to plant now and what you should hold off on. Jonker's has plenty of plants outdoors and ready to go. We take particular pride in offering plants that are sturdy and ready to face the elements.  It's no accident that our plants perform better in your garden; we've already acclimated them to Michigan's outdoors!

Visit our gardening experts today to see the many plants that can be planted in your beautiful garden now.
Take Care Of Yourself!

OK, you’re ready for some serious gardening.  The weather is perfect, it’s Saturday, and the neighbors have some flowers already planted.  My advice is to take a break.  What, already?  Yup.  Stifle the ‘Weekend Warrior’ urge, and take a brisk walk around your yard.  It’s good to have a plan before you begin, anyway, and the walk will start to warm you up.  Next, stretch really well.  Touch your toes, (or get as far down as you can!), very slowly.  Add a few more stretches, spinal twists, turning to each side and looking behind yourself as far as you can, slowly and mindfully. 


Now you might be ready, and it only took a couple of minutes.  You should add a few of your own stretches, targeting the back, the legs, the arms, and the neck, then begin to garden.  Those few moments will help prevent a lot of pain later, and allow you a longer time to get a lot more accomplished. 


Combine the above with changing sides or positions if possible when raking or shoveling, taking frequent breaks to admire your progress, drinking lots of water, and stretching again when you’re done, and you’ll get up tomorrow ready and rarrin’ to go!   

“We Told You So!”


Over two years ago we told you in this Newsletter (Issue #54, March 2005) about one of Zandra’s favorite plants: Geranium ‘Rozanne’.  Low and behold, the Perennial Plant Association just unveiled this plant as the 2008 Perennial Plant of the Year!  I always knew Z was ahead of her time.


This perennial geranium has huge flowers from late spring until mid-fall. A plant will cover 2-3 square feet in its first season, and we have reports of plants covering as much as 5-6 square feet at maturity!  It looks especially nice when complemented by yellow or chartreuse flowers or foliage.


Although we have hundreds of this wonderful plant in stock, you might want to get yours early and get them growing!  While you’re at it, check out our selection of a dozen other wonderful varieties of perennial geraniums.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Celebrate Mother’s Day: May 13
Honor your Mom this year with a beautiful hanging basket, flowering bush or plant, or some beautiful yard art from Jonker's Garden.  Our selection is better than ever this year!  If you have trouble deciding, there’s always a beautiful Gift Certificate from Jonker's Garden.  Mother knows best, and you can let her decide.
