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Spend More Time Enjoying Your Garden

Isn’t it funny how people who excel at something make it look easy?  It’s the same with gardening.  There are lots of pointers that can make your garden beautiful, without adding lots of effort.  We’ve mentioned several in the last couple issues of Jonker’s Garden Living, and here are some more:
“Read the tag.”  It sounds obvious, but lots of times people miss important information about a plant by falling in love with the flower, or leaf, but disregarding pertinent information such as “Grows to 10 feet high by 10 feet wide.”  Planting something in too small a space can only amount to more work later, such as unnecessary pruning, digging out and re-planting, etc.  Following the spacing recommendation on the tag is also helpful. If you want plants to fill in an area, plant them at the recommended spacing, so they fill in faster, look better, and choke out the weeds.
Usually a tag will advise you if a plant prefers full sun, or shade, needs winter protection, etc.  One of our helpful staff can also help you with these sorts of questions.  Planting the proper plant in the proper place will save all kinds of hassles later, such as required additional watering, dealing with sunburn, protecting in winter, or transplanting later to the correct spot where it should have been planted in the first place!

Avoid planting under the drip-line of your roof’s eves, and you won’t have to construct unsightly ice-protection devices.  Avoid planting a rhododendron where it gets buffeted by the winter wind, and you don’t have to put up a windscreen every fall, stare at it all winter, and have to remove each spring.  

Remember how hot and dry it was last summer?  Did you have to water, water, water to keep your plants alive?  Use moisture-retaining mulch, build up your soil with lots of compost, and plant drought-tolerant varieties in those areas which tend to be dry.  (See the next issue of this newsletter for more on drought-tolerant plants.)

Inside This Issue:

· Dashing Dahlias

· More Personal Favorites

· Put On Your Sunglasses
· Impatiens Coupon
Spring Hours:

Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (May 7 - June 11)

Memorial Day: 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

We're proud of the 15 Master Gardeners and 3 Michigan Certified Nurserymen on our staff.

Don't forget: We Deliver!

Jonker's Garden Living is published 5 times a year - free of charge to garden lovers everywhere.  Address comments to Jim Jonker, Editor, at 897 Lincoln Ave, Holland, MI 49423-5306, (616) 392-7234, e-mail: info@jonkersgarden.com . 

Please visit our website: jonkersgarden.com 

Mark your calendar: Pansy Fest 2006 will be August 12 - 19.

Dashing Dahlias

Few flowers shout summer as loudly as dahlias.  Their colors range from pure white to dark red, fiery orange to soft pastels, and all colors in between.  Many are bi-colors, with beautiful combinations of white & red, yellow & orange, and many more.  They can be single or double.  The flowers range in size from a couple inches across to some as big as a dinner plate!  The height of dahlias range from the dainty 8” tall Dahliettas to giants that can be 4 or more feet tall.  They all make wonderful cut flowers.

Dahlias love full sun, rich, well-drained soil, and plenty of moisture.  They look great in pots, flower boxes, or planted in beds where you can mass their bright colors for a great impact.


You can get dahlia in many sizes of pots, from 4 ½” in diameter to giants in 3 gallon pots.  Many can be enjoyed indoors for several days, then planted out in the garden to grow and bloom for the rest of the summer.  You can even save the bulbs and have many more for next year!


This is the year you should try some colorful, dashing dahlias.

****Coupon****

This coupon is good for $4.00 off each full flat of regular impatiens, no limit!  Coupon valid May 21 - May 28, 2006 only, while supplies last. (Does not apply to potted New Guinea Impatiens.)  Please present coupon prior to checkout.

Tulip Geranium

One of the flowers that’s been getting a lot of “oohs and aahs” at Jonker's Garden in the last several years has been the ‘Pandora’ geranium, better known around here as the “Tulip Geranium.”  This is a really cool plant.  The flowers are bright pink.  Each floret is shaped like a tiny tulip!  

The care for ‘Pandora’ is just like regular geraniums.  They like good soil, a mostly sunny place, and water only when they’re dry.  They’ll surprise you with the number of flowers they produce.
‘Pandora’ looks great in pots, either by themselves, or in combination with other plants.  This year, why not try something a little different?

More Personal Favorites

When I asked Cathy Vandermeer what her favorite plants were, I already knew the answer.  After all, her daughters don’t call her “Hosta Nerd” for nothing.  She’s filled her shady city yard with dozens of types of hosta, and she knows them all by name.  Why the love affair?  “Because they grow almost anywhere, they’re really easy, they can be inexpensive, (unless you seek out the newest varieties) and they’re great for contrast in the garden.  Her favorite varieties are ‘Abba Dabba Doo,” a huge variety with seer-sucker textured, variegated, heart-shaped leaves.  ‘Antioch’ is another favorite, similar to ‘Abba Dabba Doo’, but smaller, and ‘Sagae,’ too, with beautiful variegation.


“OK Cathy, enough with the hosta, surely you must have some other favorite plants.”  “Hechanachloa, because it’s the best grass for shade.  It practically glows golden in the shade, and its texture makes it a great edger.”  She also likes the Russian cypress, microbiota decussata, because of its fine texture and shade tolerance.

Then I asked Paula, who works in the office, about her favorites.  She answered “roses”.  “Oh, “I said, “what kind?”  “All of ‘em.”  It turns out she likes the fragrance, but mostly because “They’re pretty.”  Then she went on about hydrangeas, wisterias, and butterfly bushes.  Why?  “Because they’re pretty!”  She loves weigela.  Why?  You guessed it.  “Because it’s pretty.”  The same goes for passion flowers.  Before I cut her off, she allowed that she “likes ‘em all.”  Can’t argue with that.  

Geranium 'Roseanne'

We Love This Plant!


Last year we promoted ‘Rozanne’ geranium (Geranium 'Gerwat'), and we’re glad we did.  We love it even more this year!  It’s everything we hoped for, and more.  This perennial geranium blooms all summer long, beginning in mid-spring, and can continue through November, even tolerating several light frosts.  The 2 1/2-inch flowers are larger than other hardy geraniums, and are a rich violet-blue with pale blue eyes, pink veins, and contrasting purple stamens and dark gray anthers.

‘Rozanne’ thrives in full sun or light shade, preferring rich, well-drained moist soil.  Here's a bonus for you: rabbits and deer do not bother this plant!

‘Rozanne’ has many uses in the landscape.  It's striking enough to stand by itself, but is also useful as a groundcover.  ‘Rozanne’ is one of those wonderful plants that bloom most of the season, require minimum care, has few insect or disease problems, and come back year after year.  What more could you ask for?

Put On Your Sunglasses!


Coleus have been enjoyed for practically as long as people have been gardening.  Their colorful leaves have brightened shady corners of the garden with a kaleidoscope of colors in every hue.  

But did you know that, thanks to the miracle of modern plant breeding, there are lots of new coleus that actually thrive in the full sun?  These beauties are easy to care for and grow like crazy, reaching as much as 3’ tall in the summer.  

Sun coleus are very versatile plants for the garden.  They add a great splash of color to mixed container gardens.  Growing as vigorously as they do, they’re quick to fill a large bed with vibrant foliage.  The colors are fun to use to contrast or blend with foliage and flowers of many colors.
Someone had too much fun naming these new sun coleus.  ‘Stained Glass,’ ‘Tilt-a-whirl,’ ‘Coral Reef,’ ‘Sunset Orange,’ ‘Purple Haze,’ ‘Wild Watermelon,’ ‘Molten Lava,’ ‘Perilla Magilla,’ and ‘Pink Chaos’ are just a few of the great names, and you can imagine the wild, bright colors.  You’ll just have to try some of these wonderful new plants in your garden this year.
