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Celebrate The Season

I love fall.  Cool, crisp days, clear skies, apples, fall colors, football, shuffling through dry fallen leaves, the kids back in school, no bugs.  The welcome changing of the seasons

Fall is a great gardening season.  The best, actually. Most trees, shrubs, and perennials do best if planted at the end of summer.  The moderating temperatures and fall showers, followed by spring's growing season, help them get established before the onslaught of next summer's heat.  Jonker's is ready and well-stocked with trees, shrubs, and perennials to help you with your garden improvements.

Fall is the only time to plant spring-blooming bulbs such as tulips, daffodils, and crocus.  Visit us soon to see our terrific selection of fine bulbs. Spend some time checking out all the lesser-known varieties of bulbs, such as muscari, specie tulips, chionodoxa, allium, scilla, anemone, and snowdrops.  These are wonderful additions to your garden. They will delight you as they return and increase year after year, like the true perennials they are. 

Once you're finished with your plants and bulbs, don't forget the fun, final touches to your fall décor.  Come to Jonker's Garden and get in the harvest mood with bittersweet, pumpkins, gourds, cattails, corn shocks, and bales of straw.  

Fall Cleanup Tip

Don’t retire those pots that beautified your yard all summer.  There are two more seasons to enjoy them!  Oftentimes, just adding a mum or some pansies can spruce them up for another couple months.  When December rolls around, don’t dump the soil out.  You’ll need it to anchor the fragrant, live greens from Jonker’s.  We get in natural greens of all types, as well as holly, redtwig dogwood, and lots more.
Fall Hours:

Monday - Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

We're proud of the 15 Master Gardeners and 3 Michigan Certified Nurserymen on our staff.

Don't forget: We Deliver!

Jonker's Garden Living is published 6 times a year - free of charge to garden lovers everywhere.  Address comments to Jim Jonker, Editor, at 897 Lincoln Ave, Holland, MI 49423-5306, (616) 392-7234, e-mail: info@jonkersgarden.com . 

Please visit our website: jonkersgarden.com 

Amazing Amaryllis

One of the easiest flowers to bloom in the home in winter is the amaryllis.  These dramatic flowers, which originated in South Africa’s tropical regions, come in many colors: red, white, pink, salmon, and orange, as well as striped and multi-colored varieties.  Not only are they beautiful, they’re entertaining!  You can practically watch them grow!


Amaryllis make great gifts.  Lucky recipients will report the progress of growth to you on a daily basis.  They’ll describe the opening of the first flowers like a proud parent talking of baby’s first steps.


If you plant a bulb every 2 weeks, beginning in mid-October, when they first become available, you can have flowers for most of the winter.  Just what you need to cheer up those cold, sunless days of winter.


Size does matter!  The larger the bulb, the more flowers you’ll get.  Some of the larger bulbs get as many as three flower stalks, each producing up to 6 blooms each.  Beautiful!  A winter without amaryllis is like, uh, a winter without amaryllis.
 “Plump ‘Em Up”









 Although it’s getting cooler and your plants seem to be settling into winter dormancy, it’s important that your gardens continue to get sufficient water.  Research has shown that root growth and food storage accelerates in the fall, as top growth slows down.  This is true for your perennials, as well as for trees and shrubs.  Plants need and use lots of moisture in the fall.

Evergreens, especially the broad-leafed ones such as hollies and rhododendrons, really appreciate a thorough soaking in the fall.  The last soaking can be as late as Thanksgiving Day, as long as the soil isn’t frozen.  In addition to their root growth, this helps protect them from winter burn.  If you’ve had problems with winter burn before, late November is a good time for a spray of Wilt-Pruf™ to protect your evergreens form the cold, drying winter winds.
Winter Beauty


When the leaves have all fallen and snow covers the Michigan landscape, there is plenty to catch the eye.  Just because plants are dormant doesn’t mean your garden has to be boring.  There are lots of plants that really shine when the leaves have gone and there are no flowers to compete with.  


I asked Zandra, our nursery manager, for some suggestions and she had many.  Harry Lauder’s Walking Stick, with its amazingly contorted branches, really stands out against the winter snow.  Japanese Maples, after treating us to colorful texture all summer, show off their interesting branch structure when leafless.  The paperbark maple really shows off its beautiful bark in the winter.  Michigan holly’s red berries are gorgeous, and double as bluebirds’ favorite food.  Evergreen hollies look great with their shiny green leaves and bright red berries.  All evergreens are a welcome sight in winter, and provide shelter for your feathered friends.


Dena, our greenhouse grower, volunteered that palm trees were her favorite plants for winter interest.  I don’t think we were ‘on the same page’ with that one!
Icicle™ Pansies Are Here

Now you can have garden beauty in late fall and early spring from spectacular Icicle™ Pansies.  Icicle™ pansies are selected for their ability to overwinter when planted in the early fall. Bred for cold climates, this tough new breed survives the harshest winters Michigan can hand them.

If you plant them in late summer or early fall, you'll enjoy blooms until the snow flies and again in early spring. I’ve even seen them bravely blooming during a February thaw.  


Stop in at Jonker’s Garden for your Icicle™ pansies.  Plant them soon and start enjoying their bright, cheerful flowers.  Want some more information, and recipes for garden combinations?  Visit www.iciclepansy.com .

We Love Daffodils!


We believe daffodils are one of the best flowers ever.  Why? Lots of reasons:

· They are among the best of bulbs for naturalizing.  Plant them in the right place (almost anywhere!) and they will reliably come back year after year, increasing as they go.

· They are deer-proof!

· They make great cut flowers.

· They thrive in sun or shade.

· They come in a wide range of colors, white, yellow, orange, and pink.  There are even some varieties with a red eye.

· They come in the ‘normal’ giant size, as well as many charming miniature types.

Daffodils should be planted in groups for the best display.  Five or ten bulbs grouped together make a great show, while swaths of fifty or more will knock your socks off come spring, not to mention making you the envy of the neighborhood.  

To make them even more desirable, this year Jonker’s Garden will have daffodil bulbs for only $.25 each.  This would be a great year to try some for naturalizing in a wild area of your yard, between some of your perennials for an early-season shot of color, or by the mail box.

Jill: last page, make it look like a newspaper ad?:

Autumn Thank-You Sale!

This is the biggest sale we have ever had!

Week of Sept. 11 – 16: 25% Off

Week of Sept. 18 – 23: 50% Off

Week of Sept. 25 - 30: 75% Off

What’s included?

All pots – Terra Cotta, ceramic, concrete, metal, wicker baskets

All concrete – fountains, pots, statuary, bird baths, benches
All metal garden art – trellises, shepherd hooks, and wind art
All quart-sized perennials
All flats of ground covers
All roses, rhododendrons, vines, and selected shade and ornamental trees

All watergarden supplies and plants (except rubber liner)

25% off all houseplants – first week only

While supplies last.
Optional:

Moving in Houseplants


If you’ve given your houseplants a summer vacation outside, now is the time to bring them back in for the winter.  Here are a few things you should remember:

· Inspect thoroughly for bugs

· Trim any excess or unattractive growth

· Fall isn’t a good time to transplant most houseplants

· Reduce fertilizer

· Give ‘em a shower

Once they’re ready to come in, move them to an intermediate place for a couple weeks if possible, like a breezeway or porch, to make the change more gradual.  It’s best to get them used to your house a few weeks before the furnace burns regularly, getting them used to drier air.

Earth here is so kind, that just tickle her with a hoe and she laughs with a harvest. –Douglas William Jerrold, playwright and humorist (1803 – 1857)

Labor Saving Tip:

Here's a good one: Plant pansies right over your tulips, daffodils, and other fall-planted bulbs.  There are many advantages:

· 90 % of the work, (soil preparation), is already done.

· Pansies thrive in fall's cool temperatures.

· Pansies make great tiny bouquets, pressed flowers, and garnishes for salads any time of year.

· Pansies will bloom right along with the bulbs next spring, so choose colors to match your scheme.

